HOW STRONG  IS  BRITAIN r
has been built near Melbourne. Her army, which
consists chiefly of short-service Territorials, is 35,000
strong, though recruitment is meeting with the same
difficulties as in Great Britain.
Compared with Australia Canada has done very
little up to the present which might be regarded as
preparation to defend the non-Canadian parts of the
Empire. Her Defence Budget in 1937-8 amounted to
only 7 million pounds. In addition, her fleet with its
four destroyers is much smaller than the Australian
fleet. The Canadian Air Force has 284 machines, it
is true, but many of them are of obsolete types. The
strength of the Canadian Territorial Army is to be
increased to 134,000, but at the moment it is consider-
ably less than that.
Since 1933 the expenditure of the Union of South
Africa on armaments has increased threefold. By 1942
the South African government wants to have ten
batteries of artillery and six regiments of infantry with
a total peacetime strength of 15,000 men, which could
be extended on mobilization to 137,000 men, and in
the event of the introduction of compulsory military
service even to 287,000 men. The South African Air
Force is still small, but it is to be enlarged. The
government is buying British machines of an older type
for the training of about 1,000 pilots, but in the event
of war they are to be replaced by modern machines.
Arrangements have been made for the British
military authorities to remain in close contact with the
corresponding Dominions authorities. The armed
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